

Marion Township meeting
September 14, 2021

The meeting was called to order by Chair Jim Baier at 7:30 pm.  Present:  Baier, Roger Bjerke, Joel Messmer, Janet Hoffmann, Debra Raduenz, Bill Volkmar and 12 guests.   The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Agenda adopted per M/M/S by Bjerke/Messmer.  

The Clerk’s minutes of August 10, 2021 were approved as presented per a M/M/S by Messmer/Bjerke.
Treasurer reported: Saving - $ 653,582.96 – Checking – $19,101.24 – Total - $672,684.20.  We have received ARPA funds totaling $199,994.17.  Approved per M/M/S by Bjerke/Messmer.
Claims and payroll – 8165 - 8179 were approved to pay per M/M/S by Messmer/Bjerke. 3 yes

Applications: 1) Bill Tointon presented on behalf of Mike Pehler, Lot 22, Block 1, Shannon Valley Sub.  Mr. Pehler is proposing a line change of 1/10 of an acre between lots 21 and 22 to add land from his neighbor.  Neither property will drop below two acres.  Following discussion and no objection M/M/S by Baier/Bjerke to not object.  3 yes
2) Art Friedrich presented with a request for an amended CUP on 
NW ¼ - SE/4 of Section 35 on his shop which is for storage and repair work.  Following discussion and no objection, M/M/S by Bjerke/Messmer to not object.  3 yes
3) Robert Thompson presented with a request to build an attached garage and wanted a variance.  He did not have paperwork from the County and will need to begin the process with County Zoning and Planning.  He will return next month.  No action was taken by the town board.
4) Mike Heinrichs presented with a request for 3 parcels in Chester.  He wants to combine lots down to two lots, turn lots sideways. Address will stay the same, access will be on Chester Avenue.  He will need to draw a site plan and go to the County Zoning and Planning to begin the paperwork and then return to the township next month.  No action taken by the Town Board.
5) Jean Bentson of Chester presented with a driveway concern. Back in 1971 when a “street” was vacated half of this went to the Bentson’s and half to the Water Board.  Bentson has maintained all these years and the pumphouse does not need the driveway.  She will need to go to the water board and request a quit claim deed from the Pumphouse.   No action taken
OLD BUSINESS: Roads – Blacktop done, shouldering done, some repairs done to Meadow Drive ditch with a bit more needed.  There is brush on the Townline Road.  Mowing will be done in next 2 weeks.  Pot holes not done.  Lots of trees need trimming.  A quote was received from Carr’s Tree Service for tree and brush removal.  M/M/S by Messmer/Bjerke to approve Carr’s Tree Service for approximately $16,000 and will include Areas 1,2,3,5,6,7,8,9 and a cottonwood in Chester.  3 yes.  M/M/S to have Wigham do the Lee Lane clean-up.  3 yes.
Loren Theel bought the Winslow property and he and Andrew were present tonight asking how the township plans to barricade 60th and 10th Street.  The township is still waiting to hear from the railroad as they are the entity working with MNDot to do this barricade.  
 
MPCA – Baier received a document today.  This will be added to the webpage – the link for the permit.

School district – no update on driveway improvement.
OCTOA – Marion and Elmira will be serving/hosting in September.  Marion is providing food/Elmira place.

Correspondence – Bjerke got a report from the sheriff’s office regarding a stray bullet potentially from the gun club.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 per M/M/S by Messmer/Bjerke.
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